BINGHAMTON BASKETBALL

MEDIA NOTES

November 18, 2005 « Niagara ® 7 p.m.
Events Center (5,142) = Vestal, N.Y.

RADIO: WNBF-AM 1290 (play-by-play with Roger Neel)
STREAMING AUDIO: http://athletics.binghamton.edu

THE MATCHUP... The two teams will meet for the first time ever in the season-opener for
both programs.

ABOUT BINGHAMTON...The Bearcats, coming off a 12-17 campaign, return four starters
for head coach Al Walker. Pre-season all-conference guard Andre Heard (14.3 ppg.) is
the team'’s scoring leader. He averaged 22.0 points in BU’'s two-game exhibition slate.
Sophomore point guard Mike Gordon averaged 13.0 points and 6.5 assists.

ABOUT NIAGARA...The Purple Eagles return two starters from a 20-10 team that captured
both the regular season and tournament titles out of the Metro Atlantic Athletic Conference
and advanced to the NCAA tournament for the first time in 35 years. Niagara was ranked
24th in the final Collegelnsider.com Mid-Major Poll.

BINGHAMTON PROBABLE STARTERS

Pos. Player Yr. Ht. Hometown 2004-05 Stats

G Mike Gordon So. 6-0 Plainfield, N.J. 3.0ppg., 77%FT
Notes: Floor leader; earned starting role halfway through freshman season

G Troy Hailey Jr. 6-1  Hyattsville, Md. 9.1 ppg., 36% 3-pt.
Notes: Team'’s best outside shooter; scored in double figures 11 times in 2004-05

GF  Andre Heard S 6-3  Oklahoma City, Okla. 14.3 ppg., 4.5pg.
Notes: Leading scorer from 2004-05; Pre-season all-conference selection

F Jordan Fithian So. 6-6 McPherson, Kan. 3.1ppg., 3.21pg.
Notes: Second-year workhorse who will slide down to low post in 2005-06

F Seb. Hermenier S, 6-6  Rockville, Md. 6.5ppg., 6.6 1pg.
Notes: Team'’s top rebounder and emotional leader; reigning team MVP

OFF THE BENCH

Pos. Player Yr. Ht. Hometown 2004-05 Stats

G Schafer Jackson S 6-2 Provo, Utah 5.6 ppg., 84% FT
Notes: Threat from beyond the arc; shooting 42% for his career at the Events Center

G Steve Proctor Jr. 6-4  Largo, Md. 14.9 ppg., 4.7 rpg.
Notes: Led Pensacola JC in scoring; shot 46% from the floor, including 36% from 3pt.

G Drew Davison So. 6-2 Roanoke, Va. 9.8 ppg., 2.7 ast.
Notes: Junior college transfer will provide much needed depth in the backcourt

G Dwayne Jackson F. 6-3  Akron, Ohio 20.6 ppg., 9.0 rpg.
Notes: Lefthanded freshman who played all five positions in high school

F lan Milne Fr. 6-9 Winkler, Manitoba Red-shirt

Notes: Multi-skilled big man coming off red-shirt season in 2004-05

F Giovanni Olomo So. 6-8  Yaounde, Cameroon Red-shirt

Notes: Best athlete at the center position; a relentless rebounder

F Duane James Jr. 6-6  Miami, Fla. 13.0 ppg., 9.0 rpg.
Notes: Athletic swing man; will play an integral role on the front line

C Jaan Montgomery F. 6-11 Waterloo, Ontario 17.0 ppg., 10.0 rpg.

Notes: Freshman center with tremendous upside

2005-06 SEASON SCHEDULE

Overall: ~ 0-0 America East: 0-0
Home: 0-0 Home: 0-0
Away: 0-0 Away: 0-0
Neutral:  0-0 Neutral: 0-0
Date Opponent Result
NOVEMBER
3 Wed. MANSFIELD (exhib.) W 94-71
8 Mon.  ST. ROSE (exhib.) W 76-67
18 Mon. NIAGARA 7 p.m.
21 Fri. @ Mt. St. Mary’s 7 p.m.
23 Sat. @ Oklahoma 8 p.m.
28 Sat. CENTRAL CONN. ST. 7 p.m.
DECEMBER
1 Thu. @ Hofstra 7p.m.
3 Sat. @ St. Francis (N.Y.) 7 p.m.
10 Sat. BROWN 1p.m.
17 Sat. NORTH FLORIDA 1p.m.
20 Tue. *@ Albany 7 p.m.
22 Thu. @ Central Conn. St. 7 p.m.
29 Thu. + Idaho State 7:30 p.m.
30 Fri. + Utah St./Arkansas-LR 7:30
/10 p.m.
JANUARY
5Thu.  *@ New Hampshire 7 p.m.
8 Sun.  STONY BROOK (TV) 4:30 p.m,|
12 Thu. *@ Maine 7:30 p.m.
15 Wed. *@ Boston University 1p.m.
19 Sun. *@ Hartford 7 p.m.
25 Wed. *VERMONT (TV) 7 p.m.
28 Sat.  *ALBANY 1p.m.
FEBRUARY
2 Wed. *@ UMBC 7 p.m.
5Sun. *MAINE 1p.m.
8 Wed. *NEW HAMPSHIRE 7 p.m.
11 Sun. *@ Stony Brook 1p.m.
14 Wed. *BOSTON UNIVERSITY 7 p.m.
18 Sat. *HARTFORD (TV) noon
20 Thu. *UMBC 7 p.m.
26 Sun. *@ Vermont 1p.m.
MARCH
3 Fri.- AMERICA EAST CHAMP. TBA

5Sun. played in Events Center

HOME GAMES IN BOLD CAPS

+ Utah State Gossner Foods Classic

* America East Conference game




Bullets about Binghamton University
About the University...

« Liberal-arts based college located in Central New York approximately 70 miles south of Syracuse near the Pennsylvania border

e Outstanding academic institution which has been ranked among U.S. News & World Report’s Top 50 public universities in the
nation for nine consecutive years

« Part of the State University of New York system, Binghamton is one of four university centers within the system (University of
Buffalo, Albany and Stony Brook are the others)

« School opened its doors in 1946 as Triple Citites College of Syracuse University

About the Athletics Program...

« Fledgling Division | program in just its sixth overall year

 Was a Division Ill program from its inception until 1998 when the University began its divisional upgrade through Division ||
(1998-2001) and finally Division | (2001-) in the America East Conference

= The 21-sport program enjoyed strong Division Il success in men’s soccer and wrestling in the 70s and 80s, and women'’s
soccer, women'’s basketball, men’s tennis and men’s golf in the 90s

« As a Division | program, BU has captured nine America East conference titles in five years of membership (men’s swimming,
men’s tennis, men’s lacrosse, men’s golf, men’s soccer, women'’s soccer)

« Binghamton athletes have maintained an overall GPA of 3.0 or higher for 11 of the last 13 semesters and have won two
America East Academic Cups for achieving the highest GPA in the nine-team conference

About the Men’s Basketball Program...

e BU drew national attention (USA Today, N.Y. Times) after taking North Carolina to the final buzzer in a 61-60 loss in Chapel Hill
on December 16, 2001

e Bearcats recorded their first Division | postseaon win last March 5, defeating Albany 76-70 in the America East quarterfinals in
front of 5,222 fans in the Events Center

e Head coach Al Walker used to be the coach and athletics director at Chaminade University (1996-00), where his teams hosted
the Maui Invitational each season

e InJanuary 2004, Binghamton opened the 5,142-seat Events Center on campus, which will be the host venue for the 2006
America East Men’s Basketball Championship and the 2007 America East Women’s Basketball Championship

About the Alumni...

* Famous alumni include actor, comedian and director Paul Reiser ‘77 and reporter, columnist and co-host of ESPN’s Pardon the
Interruption, Tony Kornheiser ‘70



Top 5 Events Center Crowds*

Attendance Opponent Date
1.5,222 Albany 3/5/05
2. 5,003 Vermont 3/6/05
3.4,823 Hartford 1/31/04
4. 4,660 Boston University 2/29/04
5.4,118 Boston University 2/27/05
Largest Attendance against a non-conference opponent
1. 2,606 St. Francis 11/30/2004
*Binghamton begun play in Events Center in January 2004

Single Game Division | Records

Most Points Scored

Pts.  Player Opponent Date

32 Andre Heard at Colgate 12/28/04

32 Anthony Green vs. St. Francis 1/07/03

28  Anthony Green at St. Francis2/21/02

Most Rebounds

Reb. Player Opponent Date

14 Seb. Hermenier vs Northeastern 1/30/05

14 Nick Billings vs. Vermont 2/2/03

Most Assists

Ast.  Player Opponent Date

13  Anthony Green vs. Northeastern ~ 2/23/03

11  Anthony Green vs. Northeastern ~ 1/24/02

Most Steals

Stl. Player Opponent Date

6 Brandon Carter vs. Albany 1/14/02

Most Blocks

Blk.  Player Opponent Date

10  Nick Billings vs. Hartford  1/31/04

Most Field Goals Made

FG Player Opponent Date

11  Anthony Green vs. St. Francis 2/21/02

11 Jeffrey St. Fort vs. St. Francis 2/21/02

Most Field Goals Attempted

FGA  Player Opponent Date

22 Andre Heard vs. Vermont 3/6/05

22 Andre Heard at Northeastern 1/2/05

Most Three-Point Field Goals Made

FG Player Opponent Date

6 Schafer Jackson vs. UMBC 2/16/05

6 Mike Wright at Northeastern 1/12/01

6 Jeffrey Daws at North Carolina 12/16/01

Most Three-Point Field Goals Attempted

FGA  Player Opponent Date

12 Andre Heard at Syracuse 12/11/04

Most Free Throws Made

FT Player Opponent Date

10  Brandon Carter vs. Hartford  1/31/04

Most Free Throws Attempted

FTA  Player Opponent Date

13 Alex Adediran vs. Hartford 1/31/04

12 Jeffrey St. Fort vs. St. Francis 2/21/02

*Current Players in ltalics

Bearcats All-Time Home Openers

Date Opponent Result Record
11/16/01 *Dartmouth W 49-46 1-0
11/20/02 *Lafayette W 77-68 2-0
12/05/03 *Long Island W 66-52 3-0
11/27/04 Hofstra L 63-76 3-1

*Denotes contests played in the West Gym

*The Bearcats are 3-1 in home openers since they joined the Division | ranks
prior to the 2001-2002 season

*Binghamton is undefeated when opening the season on their home court. (2-0)

<Tonight marks the first-ever home season opener to be played in the Events
Center

*The largest attendance for a men’s home season opener was 2,154 on
November 16, 2001. This game also marked Binghamton University’s entrance
to the Division | level

*The basketball program’s all-time record in season openers dating back to the
1946-1947 season is 30-29

<The Bearcats have lost their last two season openers, both on the road
(@ Michigan 11/15/04 and vs. St. Mary’s (Calif.) 11/21/03)

All-Time Bearcats Records By Conference

MAAC 0-0 West Coast 0-2
Northeast 5-2 Mid-America 0-2
Patriot 3-2 Mid-Continent ~ 0-1
lvy League 2-2 Ohio Valley 0-1
Big South 2-0 Southern 0-1
Southland 1-0 ACC 0-1
Sunbelt 1-0 Big Sky 0-1
Big East 0-5 Big Ten 0-1
Atlantic 10 0-2 Colonial 0-1
Big 12 0-2 Independent  0-2

Look Who's Back in 2005-2006

Category 2004-05 Back Lost %Returning
Points 1,784 1,200 584 67%
Rebounds 1,003 629 374 63%
3-pointers 194 166 28 86%
Assists 302 221 81 73%
Steals 194 136 58 70%

*The Bearcats return a majority of the statmakers from a squad that reached the
semifinals of the America East Conference Tournament.

Breakdown of Returnees

-Four starters (Gordon, Hermenier, Heard, and Hailey)
-All but one of the team’s top five scorers

-Three of the team’s top five rebounders

-Team leader in both assists and steals

Preseason America East All-Conference

Player School Class Pos.
Andre Heard Binghamton Sr. GIF
Jamar Wilson Albany Jr. G
Lucious Jordan Albany Sr. G
Shaun Wynn Boston Univ Sr. G
Ernest Reed Maine Sr. G




2005-06 Numerical Roster

No. Name

1 Sebastian Hermenier

2 Schafer Jackson
5 Mike Gordon

12  Drew Davison
14  lan Milne

21  Dwayne Jackson
22 Troy Hailey

23  Steve Proctor

32  Andre Heard

33  Giovanni Olomo
34 Duane James
44  Jordan Fithian
50  Jaan Montgomery

Head Coach:

Associate Head Coach:

Cl. Pos. Ht Wt. Hometown/High School/Last School

S F 6-6 220 Rockville, Md./Maret School

S G 6-2 180 Provo, Utah/Provo/College of Southern Idaho
So. G 6-0 185 Plainfield, N.J./Plainfield

So. G 6-2 175 Roanoke, Va./Cave Spring/Marshalltown CC
F. F 6-9 235  Winkler, Manitoba/Garden Valley Collegiate
F. G 6-3 200  Akron, Ohio/Walsh Jesuit

Jr. G 6-1 190 Hyattsville, Md./Montrose Christian

Jr. G 6-4 200 Largo, Md./Paul VI (Va.)/Pensacola JC(Fla.)
S G 6-3 180 Oklahoma City, Okla./John Marshall/Redlands
So. F 6-8 245  Yaounde, Cameroon/Rio Grande (N.M.)

Jr. F 6-6 220 Miami, Fla./S. Fla. Internat’l/Miami Dade JC
So. F 6-6 245  McPherson, Kan./McPherson

F. C 6-11 290 Waterloo, Ontario/Waterloo Collegiate Inst.

Al Walker (Brockport ‘81), 6th Year at Binghamton (63-79), 18th overall (205-250)
Lawrence Brenneman (Geneva ‘85), 6th Year

Assistant Coaches: Marlon Sears (Newman ‘01), 4th Year, Ali Ton (Davidson ‘99), 1st Year
Captains: Sebastian Hermenier, Andre Heard, Schafer Jackson
BY CLASS 2005-06 Starters vs. Bench Scoring
Freshmen (3): D. Jackson, Milne, Montgomery S@G'\:EA TOT  STARTERS BENCH
Sophomores (4): Davison, Fithian, Gordon, Olomo @ gti sht Mary’s
Juniors (3) Hailey, James, Proctor ((?)ENTRiLO(r:TZ)aNN ST.
Seniors  (3): Heard, Hermenier, S. Jackson @ Hofstra

BY STATE OR COUNTRY

Canada (2): Milne, Montgomery @ Central Conn. St.

Cameroon (1): Olomo
Florida (1): James

Kansas  (1): Fithian @ Maine
Maryland  (3): Hailey, Hermenier, Proctor g omn
New Jersey (1): Gordon ngmm
Ohio (1) D. Jackson @UMBC
Oklahoma (1): Heard R"‘é\wEHAMPSHlRE
Utah (1): S. Jackson @ Stony Brook
Virginia (1) Davison Doy -

UMBC

@ Vermont

BY HEIGHT

6-0 (1): Gordon
6-1 (1): Hailey

6-2 (2): Davison, S. Jackson
6-3 (2): Heard, D. Jackson

6-4 (1): Proctor

6-6 (3): Fithian, Hermenier, James Colors: Dark Green, Black and White

6-8 (1): Olomo

6-9 (1): Milne

6-11 (1): Montgomery
PRONUNCIATION GUIDE

Hermenier: air-men-yay
Olomo: Oh-LOW-moe

@ St. Francis (N.Y.)
BROWN

NORTH FLORIDA

@ Albany

Idaho State

Utah St./Arkansas-LR
@ New Hampshire
STONY BROOK

‘ BINGHAMTON QUICK FACTS

Location: Vestal, N.Y.

Enrollment: 13,385 (10,563 undergrad.)
Nickname: Bearcats

Conference: America East

Arena: Events Center (5,142)

Website: athletics.binghamton.edu

Head Coach: Al Walker (Brockport ‘81)

Record at School: 63-79 (6th Season)

2003-04 Overall Record: 12-17 (8-10/5th of 10 AE)
Starters R/L: 4/1

Letterwinners R/L: 8/5

SID Contact: John Hartrick

Phones: 607-777-6800 (office), 607-222-6474 (cell)




Heading into his sixth year at the helm
of Binghamton’s most visible sports team,
Al Walker has quickly shaped his basket-
ball program into a conference-contender
while also shaping his student-athletes into
community role models and well-rounded

Al Walker
Head Coach

into the rough waters of Division I, the
school was banking on Walker's reputa-
tion for building programs from the ground
up. At the same time, the administration
hoped the divisional move would enhance
the University’s national reputation.
Thanks to aggressive recruiting and an
even more aggressive team defense, Walker
has made quick work of those goals.
Another constant in Walker’'s program
has been the tradition of scheduling high-
caliber opponents. In his first five years,

young men. Walker has

A passionate coach brought BU
entering his 18th year “Al is well respected across the into  battle
overall, Walker has quickly —country, and we are confident he against such
transformed the Bearcats Wil build our program the same nationally
into one of the sturdiestpro-  Way he has done in the past.” prominent pro-
grams in the America East grams as Syra-
Conference. After surpass- — Director of Athletics cuse, Kansas,
ing preseason expectations Joel Thirer North Caro-
three straight years, his lina, Michigan,

2004-05 team earned the program’s first
Division | postseason victory last March,
thrilling a sellout crowd of 5,222 with an
inspired win over Albany in the conference
quarterfinals.

Walker's commitment to recruiting tal-
ented individuals with solid character and
citizenship has drawn the support of the
campus and Greater Binghamton commu-

lowa State, Providence and Villanova. His
team’s performance against the Tar Heels
in Chapel Hill on December 16, 2001, re-
sulted in a flurry of national praise. Four
days after UNC had to rally for a 61-60
win, Walker's photo graced the pages of
USA Today above the headline “Binghamton
makes its name.”

Walker believes in rewarding his out-
of-state players with a high-profile game
back home, and thus has brought his team
up against teams from the Big East, Big 12
and ACC in recent years. This season is
no exception, as the Bearcats will travel to
the Sooner state to play perennial NCAA
team Oklahoma University and also play
in the Utah State Holiday Classic for the
benefit of seniors Andre Heard and Schafer
Jackson, respectively.

Walker was introduced at a press con-
ference on March 16, 2000. A unanimous
selection among the University’s advisory
committee, Walker became the 10th coach
in Binghamton’s 55 years of basketball —
and the first with Division | coaching expe-
rience.

“Al Walker had the breadth of experi-
ence we were looking for,” said Joel Thirer,
director of health, physical education and
athletics. “He has coached at the Division |
level, and has recruited and taught student-
athletes that fit our University’s elite aca-
demic profile. Al is well respected across
the country, and we are confident he will
build our program the same way he has
done in the past.”

nity, which have come out in record num- -
bers to watch the Bearcats. Binghamton...The Al Walker Era
“It's so important that our guys are good 2000-01 2001-02 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 | Total
people, work hard and recognize how spe- Overall 14-14  9-19 14-13  14-16  12-17 |[63-79
. . o . Home 8-4 4-8 10-2 6-5 8-5 36-24
cial this opportunity is at Binghamton,” Road 2.9 4-9 3-11 6-7 2-10 17-46
Walker said. “We have a chance to bring Am.East — 6-10 9-7 10-8 8-10 33-35
; ; P Non-Conf.  14-14 3-9 5-6 4-7 4-7 30-43
pride and joy to our community. AE Toumey  — o 0-1 1-1 1.2
Back in 2000 when the University hired Overtime 1-1 — 0-1 0-1 0-0 1-3

Walker to steer its men’s basketball team



Building a Winner

Under the tutelage of sixth-year head coach Al Walker, the
Binghamton University men’s basketball program is embarking
on a meteoric rise in the ranks of Division | basketball in the
America East Conference. All eyes have quickly been drawn to
the Bearcats, who surpassed expectations in each of their first
three years and are now poised to challenge for the conference
championship. With aggressive marketing, administrative
support and a fan base that is unmatched in the nine-team
league, Binghamton has quickly emerged as the program of
the future.

Playing in a Palace

From the inaugural game at the Events Center in January
2004 to the highly-successful 2005 America East Champion-
ship, fans have flocked to the $33.1 million state-of-the-art
basketball arena to cheer on the Bearcats. Binghamton has
led the entire conference in home attendance in each of the last
two seasons.

Hosting the Conference
Championship again

On the heels of its successful host role for the 2005 America
East Men’s Basketball Championship, Binghamton was
promptly awarded the 2006 championship and will welcome
the conference and its fan base to campus on March 3-5.

Last March, Binghamton hosted the first three rounds of the
championship and drew 15,977 fans - more than double the
attendance from the 2004 event. The quarterfinal session
attendance of 8,284 on March 5 was the third-highest figure in
conference tournament history.

Buoyed by the big home crowds, BU defeated fourth-seeded
Albany in the quarterfinals in front of 5,222 fans and then
brilliantly battled eventual champion Vermont before falling in
the semifinals.

Maximum Exposure

The Bearcats have already gained regional and national
exposure - thanks to marquis players, strong scheduling and
broadcast exposure. Binghamton has increased its national
profile with an appearance in the preseason NIT and recent
games against NCAA powers Syracuse, Kansas, Villanova and
North Carolina. The Bearcats will travel across the country to
face elite programs again in 2005-06. A matchup with
perennial NCAA tournament team Oklahoma and a holiday
tournament at 2005 NCAA tournament team Utah State high-
light the schedule.

Binghamton has been equally aggressive in the media
market, where the school secured a conference-best four
televised games in 2004-05, in addition to offering all 29 home
and away games on live radio that was streamed on the
internet.

Role Models

Binghamton basketball coaches and players reach out to the
community throughout the year. The team hosts free clinics,
visits community schools and makes young children an integral
part of every game night. Through their athletic and academic
achievement, sportsmanship and community service, the
Bearcats are positive role models for kids of all ages.

The Place to Be

With four starters back, a highly-touted recruiting class on its
way, a jammed Events Center atmosphere on campus, and the
conference tournament returning to town, clearly the best is yet
to come in 2005-06.

2004-05 America East

Attendance Averages

1. Binghamton 3,317
2. Vermont 3,266
3. Albany 1,945
4. Maine 1,818
5. UMBC 1,648
6. Boston University 1,459
7. Northeastern 1,447
8. Hartford 1,217
9. Stony Brook 1,210
10.New Hampshire 970

NOTE: Binghamton has captured the
America East attendance title in each of the
past two seasons.



