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Merrriwether, D.A., (2008) A Breeding Plan for Small Breeders in the US Market, 
AlpacaStreet.com, August 2008. 
 
Merrriwether, D.A.,  (2008) Research Prior to Purchase: What should you do? 
AlpacaStreet.com, September, 2008. 
 
Merrriwether, D.A., (2008) The Alpaca Genome Project. AlpacaStreet.com, June 2008. 
 
Merrriwether, D.A., (2007) How to figure out the recessive color. AlpacaStreet.com, July, 2007. 
 
Merrriwether, D.A., (2007) Advice to Breeders When Defects Arise, AlpacaStreet.com, 
September, 2007. 
 
Merrriwether, D.A., (2007) Advice against linebreeding, AlpacaStreet.com, October 2007. 
 
Merrriwether, D.A., (2007) Domestication of Camelids,  AlpacaStreet.com, November 2007. 
 
Merrriwether, D.A., (2007) Report on the First International Workshop on Camelid Genetics, 
AlpacaStreet.com, January 2008. 



  
Merriwether, D. A., and Merriwether, A. M. (2003) Alpaca Color Genetics. Alpacas Magazine. 
Summer, 2003, pp164-168.  
 
Merriwether, D.A., (2001) Uses of Ancient DNA in Archaeology. The Grapevine  
      Newsletter: For Cultural Resources Management. 11(5):4-7. 
 
Merriwether, D.A., (2001) Politics and Research in Molecular Anthropology, Science  

Next Wave.  
 
Awards and Fellowships 

(DATEs) UCLA School of Molecular Evolution Fellowship ($800):  

1993 Keck Scholar, W.M. Keck Foundation for Advanced Training in Computational 
 Biology 
1993 Student Honoree, University of Pittsburgh Honors Convocation 
1993 Sigma Xi Honor Society, Inducted full member 
1993 Omicron Delta Honor Society, Inducted full member 
1988 Hillson Fellowship, Pennsylvania State University 
1988 Valuable Service Award, National Association of Student Anthropologists 
1986-1988 Penn State University Scholars Program, Pennsylvania State University 
1985-1987 Golden Key Honor Society 

Awarded Grants, Research Contracts, Forensic and Museum Cases: 

2019-2020 Marie Antionette’s Handkerchief aDNA project ($2000). PI: D. Andrew 
Merriwether. Pierre Family. 

2019 New York State Musuem Identification of Putative Native American Remains ($6000) PI: 
D. Andrew Merriwether. NYS Museum. SUNY. 

2018-2020 The Impacts of Chronic Stress: Connecting psychosocial stress and epigenetics 
($2000) PI: D. Andrew Merriwether. Binghamton University 

2018 Union College Massacre Skull Project ($2000) PI: D. Andrew Merriwether. Union College 

 
2015-2018 National Science Foundation Dissertation Improvement Grant ($11,831): Doctoral 
Dissertation Research: Understanding Cultural Influences On Population Structure and History 
through Genetic Analyses of Assyrians. Award Number: 1455744.  Principal Investigator; D. 
Andrew Merriwether. Student: Michel Shamoon Pour. Start Date: May 1, 2015, End 
Date:December 31, 2016 (Estimated) 
 
2015-2018 Wenner Gren Foundation for Anthropological Research ($20,000). The Genetic 



History or the Assyrian Population. Investigator; D. Andrew Merriwether. Student: Michel 
Shamoon Pour 
 
2015 Norwegian Forensic Evaluation and Paternity Test of multiple personal items from one 
individual and two relatives ($2000) contract awarded to D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
2012-Present. El rol del ADN en la herencia de las alpacas, color, raza y defectos congénitos. 
Universidad Nacional de San Antonio Abad del Cusco. (3 million Neuvo Sols, ~$1.3 million 
USD) Awarded to Cusco University: D. Andrew Merriwether and C. Walter Bravo PIs. 
 
2012 to 2014 Rock Foundation Contract ($52,000): Siberian Ancient Canine and Human DNA 
Project. Contract awarded to D. Andrew Merriwether. 
 
2013 to 2014 Government of Trinidad and Tobaggo Contract ($8,000): Red House Project. 
Contract awarded to D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
2015 Nunavut Government Grant ($6000) awarded to D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
2016 Bradford County Cororner Contract ($2000): identification of human remains awarded to 
D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
2014 Bradford County Cororner Contract ($2000): identification of human remains awarded to 
D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
2012-14 National Science Foundation ($25,000) Bronicice Sheep Project. PI. Pipes. Transferred 
100% of funds to D. Andrew Merriwether to execute the Grant 
 
2011-2012 US Park Service. Individual Indentification Grant ($2000) awarded to D. Andrew 
Merriwether 
 
2012-2013 US Park Service. Species Indentification Grant ($2000) awarded to D. Andrew 
Merriwether 
 
2005-2007Alpaca Research Foundation ($12,000) Mapping the gene(s) for the Suri Phenotype. 
PI: D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
1999-2002 National Science Foundation (Molecular Evolution of the Yanomama), 
$285,000, PI: D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
1996-2001 Undergraduate Research Opportunity Program, University of Michigan 
(Molecular Anthropology), $3000-6,000 per year. PI: D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
2001-2003 Office of the Vice President of Research and the College of Literature, Science and 
the Arts, University of Michigan (Ancient DNA Banking and Confirmation of Ruthven Museum 



Native American Remains) PI: John O'Shea, Co-PI: D. Andrew Merriwether $100,000 
 
2000 NSF Dissertation: An Investigation of Prehistoric Population Relationships Using Ancient 
DNA: The Test Case of Azapa Valley, Northern Chile. NSF Award Number: 9910870. Start 
Date:  January 1, 2000, End Date: December 31, 2000  Awarded:  $12,000.00 PI: D. Andrew 
Merriwether. Student Graciela Cabana. 
 
1996-2000 National Science Foundation (The Peopling of Island Melanesia), $100,000 
PI: D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
1999-2000 National Science Foundation Extension $16,800, PI: D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
1998-1999 Wenner -Gren Foundation (Genetics of adaptation to altitude), $12,000, PI: 
Cynthia Beall, Co-PI D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
1999-2000 Office of the Vice President of Research and the College of Literature, 
Science and the Arts, University of Michigan (Ancient DNA and Modern 
Human Origins), -$150,000, PI: D. Andrew Merriwether 
 
1999-2000 Louis B. Leakey Foundation (Molecular Evolution of Chimpanzees from 
Kibale Forest, Uganda), $5,550, PI: John Mitani, Co-PI D. Andrew Merriwether 

Professional Memberships Past and Present 

Bald Eagle Archaeology Society, Chapter 24, Society for Pennsylvania Archaeology: 
National Association of Student Anthropologists, Unit of the American Anthropological 
Association 
American Anthropology Association 
Biological Anthropology Section of the American Anthropological Association 
Society for Medical Anthropology 
Society for American Archaeology 
American Association of Physical Anthropologists 
American Society of Human Genetics 
Society of Molecular Biology and Evolution Member 
Ancient Biomolecules Association 
American Association of Anthropological Geneticists 
American Association for the Advancement of Science 
Human Biology Association 

Professional Service: 

2001-2005: Associate Editor, American Journal of Physical Anthropology, 
2000-2005 Executive Committee Member at Large, Biological Anthropology Section, 



American Anthropological Association 
2000-2003, Associate Editor, Ancient Biomolecules Journal. 
1997-2001: Anthropology Newsletter Contributing Editor, Biological Anthropology 
Section, 
American Anthropological Association 
1998-2000: American Association of Physical Anthropologists Scientific Program Committee 
 
1988-1990: Contributing Editor, Anthropology Newsletter, National Association of Student 
Anthropologists (NASA) , American Anthropology Association (AAA)  

1990-1993: Teaching Award Committee Chair, National Association of Student Anthropologists, 
American Anthropology Association  

1991-1993: President, National Association of Student Anthropologists, American 
Anthropological Association  

1991-1993: Board of Directors, American Anthropological Association  

1991-1993: External Relations Committee, American Anthropological Association  

1989-1990: Acting President, National Association of Student Anthropologists, American 
Anthropological Association  

1988-1990: Editor, National Association of Student Anthropologists, American Anthropological 
Association  

1988-1990: Vice-President, National Association of Student Anthropologists, American 
Anthropological Association  

1987-1990: Chairman, Committee for National Student Meetings, National Association of 
Student Anthropologists, American Anthropology Association  

1986-1988: Liaison, National Association of Student Anthropologists, American 
Anthropological Association  

1986-1988: Undergraduate Member-at-Large , National Association of Student Anthropologists, 
American Anthropological Association  

1986-1987: Chairman, Journal Search Committee, National Association of Student 
Anthropologists, American Anthropological Association  

1985-1987: President, Anthropology Promotion and Enrichment Sodality (APES) : 
Anthropology club, Penn State, University Park, PA.  

1984-1986: Vice-President, Bald Eagle Archaeology Society, Chapter 24, Society for 
Pennsylvania Archaeology  

Internal Service: University Service:  



1997-present: Executive Committee Member, Genetics Training Grant: University of Michigan.  
1997-present: Mentor, Michigan Women in Medical Sciences: University of Michigan.  
2000-present: Search Committee for three Statistical Geneticists, Department of Biostatistics,  
Department of Human Genetics, University of Michigan.  
Departmental Service:  
1998-present: Research Committee Representative to LSA, Department of Anthropology, 
University of Michigan.  
2000-2001: Representative, Life Sciences Values and Society Program, Department of 
Anthropology, University of Michigan.  
1999-2000: Michigan Life Science Corridor Representative, Department of Anthropology,  
University of Michigan. 1992-1994: Graduate Student Representative to the Executive 
Committee, Department of Human Genetics, University of Pittsburgh.  
8/08-6/15 Director of Graduate Studies, Department of Anthropology, Binghamton University 
(SUNY), Binghamton, NY  
7/15-present Department Chair, Department of Anthropology, Binghamton University 
(SUNY), Binghamton, NY  
2003-present Served on search committees, or acted as Department Chair on searches, for Sedra 
Amy Snipes, Christine Reiber, Katherine Wander, Matthew Sanger, Sabina Perrino, Rolf Quam, 
Elizabeth DiGangi, Erica Bornstein 
2015-present: Acted as Department Chair for promotion cases of Ralph Garruto, Rolf Quam, and 
Elizabeth DiGangi, currently Department Chair for Josh Reno’s non-mandated tenure and 
promotion case (Due September 2016).  
 
Current Doctoral Students with Merriwether as Chair 
Weyi Guo 
Stacy McGrath 
Kay Grennan  
Cassandra Koch 
Ruwansha Galegadara 
 
Current PhD students with Merriwether on committee (not chair) 
Ada Demleitner 
Katrina Ollesch 
Kate DeRosa 
Emily Dew 
Elizabeth Evangelou 
Amelia Hessey 
Elizabeth Celata 
Mandy Guitar 
Mian Li 
 
Doctoral Students Graduated with Merriwether as Chair (or co-Chair) 
Keith Hunley (now associate professor with tenure at University of New Mexico) 
Graciela Cabana (now associate professor with tenure at University of Tennessee, Knoxville) 
Esther Lee (currently lecturer at Texas Tech University) 
Jennifer Luedtke Kennedy (currently lecturer at Central Michigan University) 



Alondra Diaz Lamiero (currently lecturer at Towson State University) 
Michel Shamoon Poor (currently clinical research assistant professor at Binghamton University) 
 
 
Doctoral Students Graduated with Merriwether as committee member (but not chair) 
Lisa Mills (currently State Epidemiologist for the State of Ohio) 
John Hawks (currently associate professor with tenure at University of Wisconsin) 
Russel Nelson (currently lecturer, Western Wyoming College) 
Sal Cherchio (currently curator, American Museaum of Natural History) 
Sara Kindschuh (currently working at Defense POW/MIA Accounting Agency, Central 
Identification Laboratory, Nebraska) 
Brian Kemp (currently associate professor, Oklahoma State University) 
Amy Huard (currently lecturer at Nashua Community College, Manchester Community College) 
Jeremy Wilson (currently assistant professor Indiana University-Purdue University Indianapolis) 
Migel Vilar (Currently staff member National Geniographic Project) 
Ben Figura (currently Deputy Director of Forensic Investigations and Forensic Anthropologist at 
Office of Chief Medical Examiner, New York City, NY) 
Giovanna Vidoli (Research Assistant Professor, University of Tennessee, Knoxville) 
Dongya Yang (currently Professor , Simon Fraser University) 
 
Masters Students Graduated with Merriwether as Chair (or co-Chair) 
Jennifer Luedtke  
Lisa Manerino 
Kalen Casey 
Kristin Saari 
Elena Kouneski 
Sasha Pinto 
Kay Grennan 
Stacy McGrath 
Matthew Stoltz 
Dan Lynch 
Alexandra Buck 
Leslie Coss 
Randy David (Biology) 
Michelle Rose Bongermino 
 
Post-Doctoral Fellows Trained 
David Reed (Currently Research Scientist, Kellogg Eye Center, University of Michigan) 
Salvatore Cherchio (Currently Research Scientist at the New England Aquarium) 
Robin Allaby (Currently Associate Professor at Warwick College in England) 
Frederika Kaestle (Currently Associate Professor at Indiana University) 
 
Masters Students Graduated Committee Member (not chair) 
Nicole Jastremski 
Koneru Sree Naresh (Biomedical Engineering) 
Kito Nzingha 



Paulette Steeves 
 
Teaching:  
I have taught the following grad courses since coming to Binghamton University. I have had a 3 
course per year load from 2007 to 2015.  These are in addition to training 3-8 grad students in 
both anthropology and biology in the lab in independent study. I also usually train between 6 and 
18 undergrads in independent study courses each year. 
 
Graduate Courses Taught 
515 Evolution Theory 
572M Molecular Anthropology Lab 
559 Molecular Anthropology Theory 
572F Ancient DNA and Forensics Lab 
572P Phylogenetics and Molecular Evolution 
 
Undergraduate Courses Taught 
168  Introduction to Biological Anthropology 
333 Human Genetics (I taught this at the 200, 300 and 400 levels, now permanently anth333) 
485 Ancient DNA and Forensics Lab 
380M Molecular Anthropology Lab 
426 Molecular Anthropology Theory 
240 Medical Anthropology for Pre-Health 
 
 
 


