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Archaeology and Community Service Learning
in the “Pioneer Valley”

ELIZABETH 3, CHILTON AND SIOBHAN M. HART

Archaeologists at the University of Massachusetts Amherst have conducted
field schools focusing on Native American history in the “Pioneer Valley”
of western Massachusetts since the 1970s. While much of this teaching and
research has attempted to benefit various—though often ili-defined—pub-
lics, only since 2004 has the field school and UMass Amherst archaeologists
in general adopted an explicit community service learning (CSL) approach.
This shift has fostered research priorities that buiid on comrnunity assets
and strengthen collaborative partnerships by (1) challenging the historical
erasure of Native American peoples in the middle Connecticut River Valley
and (2} documenting and protecting archaeological sites and collections.
In this chapter we report and reflect on recent CSL efforts; their positive
outcomes for teaching, learning, and preservation; and the challenges we
have faced in our efforts to integrate CSL pedagogy with archaeology, Na-
tive American history, and archaeological fieldwork.

Since its inception, the primary goal of the UMass Amherst Field School
in Archaeology—and of the archaeology curriculum in general—has been
to provide students with an understanding of the complexity of the past and
its relationship to the present, as well as training in archaeological methods
and interpretation. Beginning in 2003, the field school has also sought to
make students sensitive to the ways that archaeologists can be more respon-
sive to community partners and descendant communities. This effort has
emerged from the field school’s commitment to the theoretical principles
of “critical archaeclogy” which began in the early 1980s (Gero et al. 1983
Keene and Chilton 1995; Leone et al. 1987; Potter 1994), Critical archaeol-
ogy involves (1) challenging hegemonic historical narratives by working
with historically marginalized or “erased” peoples, such as Native Ameri-
cans and African Americans, and (2) examining how archaeology contrib-
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utes to or challenges historical hegemony (Keene and Chilton 1995; Lewis
and Labrador 2006; Potter 1994). Critical archaeology was part of the larger
post-processual critique in American archaeology. Post-processualism in
North American archaeology—with its emphasis on multivocality—chal-
lenged archaeologists to consider the wider publics and stakeholders with
interests in archaeology and the historical narratives that archaeological
data are used to construct. Since the 1980s the post-processual critiques
of mainstream practice and those articulated by feminists, combined with
an increased sensitivity to professional ethics, an expansion of heritage
management, and the development and exploration of postcolonial theory
within anthropology and archaeology, have resulted in practical shifts in
archaeology as well as changes in how it is taught and situated in higher
education. Since the 1990s, indigenous archaeologies worldwide have led to
a greater consideration of the role of archaeology in the politics of identity
with the goal of “decolonizing archaeology” (see Smith and Wobst 2005,
Thorley 2002; Watkins 2000). CSL pedagogy, with its emphasis on scholarly
engagement, connection o community activism, and commitment to de-
centering the academy, is a pedagogical reform responding in part to these
theoretical shifts within the discipline, but also to broader shifts in higher
education (see Nassaney, chapter 1). It resonates well with our theoretical
perspectives and has helped us put those perspectives into practice.

Our teaching and archaeological practices have evolved in the twenty-
first century as we have experimented with different ways of mobilizing and
embracing the principles of critical archaeology and its theoretical descen-
dants with respect to the archaeological field school, as well as the rest of
the curriculum. We report here on two of these efforts: (1) an upper-level
undergraduate course on the archaeology of northeastern North America,
which was converted to a CSL course; and (2) the 2006 UMass Amherst
Field School in Archaeology.
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In 2004 Elizabeth Chilton received a CSL Faculty Fellowship for Anthro-
pology 529, the Archaeology of Northeastern North America, thanks to
both inspiration and encouragement from Arthur Keene. That same year
the Department of Anthropology received a departmenta) fellowship from
the CSL office on campus to allow eight faculty members and a few gradu-
ate students to work together on developing CSL courses. The Archaeology
of Northeastern North America has been taught twice since then.
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