
 
But you left, Greg.  
 
And from now on, all language in your remembrance should be in modification for 
what we’ve said and what we’ve done together. You left and changed my life a 
second time. By your departure I lost a colleague, a friend and a brother who 
held such a dear place in my heart that my loss is incommunicable. I’ve been 
lucky enough to have known you and enjoyed your camaraderie for over 4 years. 
In you I’ve seen a person endowed with piercing wit that would perforate the fog 
of abstraction, with unwavering persistence not to leave his fortress of a heart, 
and with consummate compassion and love. You were truly the most gracious 
and generous person I’ve ever met; I would mention something and you would 
say it’s mine. You had so much to give to me and to the world, perhaps too 
much.  
 
Each encounter with you was hearty and enriching, because you saw with 
petrifying clarity the conceivable reconciliation of what is and what could be. 
That’s where we differed the most: where I’d be perplexed you’d be composed, 
where I’d stutter you’d enunciate. The way I see it, your presence often had a 
tinge of ephemeral beauty that only belonged to the flimsiness of a snowflake, 
the transience of a sunbeam cast against a blade of grass, the unrepeatability of 
unnoticed gesture, the acrimonious truth in an unattainable promise.  
 
Your sudden death has shocked and devastated me as it must have shocked 
and devastated anyone who happened to have known you. But you left me with 
the sweetest memories to attend to: the stories we’ve shared, the books and the 
songs and the plates and the drinks and the cigarettes and the laughs. These I 
vow to honor as long as there is time to live. They say too soon, but what is 
soon? All we know is that time either changes everything or changes nothing, 
and between these pendular possibilities you should know I’ve always missed 
you. 
 
Thank you for making me family, for making my life –at least briefly— more 
meaningful and more tolerable.  
 
 
Good-bye! 
 
Ali Almajnooni 


