Motion presented to the Faculty Senate May 7, 2019

Creation of the new Decker College of Nursing and Health Sciences

The Faculty Senate recommends to the President the creation of the new Decker College of
Nursing and Health Sciences which will include three schools — the existing Decker School of
Nursing, a School of Rehabilitation Sciences, and a School of Applied Health Sciences as
described in the proposal from the Dean of the Decker School of Nursing.

Rationale:

The Road Map Renewal identified development of new graduate programs in the health
sciences as a top priority. Bodies that accredit several of these programs require that they be
housed in separate schools. The Road Map Renewal identified a new organizational structure,
to wit, a college of nursing and health sciences, as the appropriate home for these new
programs as well as existing programs in the Decker School of Nursing.

The new programs planned for the college prepare students for professions that are in high
demand and are projected to experience robust job growth in the coming decades. The
business plan developed for the college demonstrates that it will be financially stable and
generate surplus revenue for the campus within four years. The new College promises to
advance Binghamton University’s longstanding commitment to research in the health sciences

The creation of a Decker College of Nursing and Health Sciences will include three schools—the
existing Decker School of Nursing, a School of Rehabilitation Sciences with programs in physical
therapy, occupational therapy, and speech pathology, each with a program director, and a
School of Applied Health Sciences that will include existing programs in public health and health
and wellness studies as well as a new graduate program in health sciences.

The new programs envisioned as part of the new Decker College of Nursing and Health Sciences
will be developed through the regular degree approval process with review by the appropriate
bodies including the Faculty Senate Educational Policy and Priorities Committee, the Faculty
Senate Executive Committee, Faculty Senate Diversity Committee, and the Faculty Senate.

Proposal Overview and budget: See attachments
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