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RATIONALE

WHEREAS the Executive Committee of the State University of New York (SUNY) University
Faculty Senate (UFS) has released a statement:

e applauding the Texas Conference of the American Association of University Professors
(AAUP) for upholding faculty rights to academic freedom and due process and defending
foundational principles of shared governance against those state laws and administrative
actions that disband established governance bodies, impose unwarranted and
unconstitutional restrictions on classroom instruction and research, and have led to the
firings of faculty and administrators due to political pressure;

e lamenting that Texas faculty, students, and staff have been placed at the epicenter of a
nation-wide tectonic shift;

e praising their grace and grit as they stand against the onslaught; and

e concluding that "Texas is the Lone Star State, but faculty in Texas must not be left to

fight alone"!; and

' Executive Committee of the State University of New York University Faculty Senate,
“Defending Shared Governance in Texas” (1 October 2025); Jessica Priest, “Texas State
System Dissolves Faculty Senates, Eroding Professors’ Influence on Campuses” (8 August
2025); Karma R. Chavez, “Faculty Governance and the Fight for Public Higher Education,”
Academe (Spring 2025); Laura Benitez, Amy Reid, and Jonathan Friedman, “With a Wave of
New Bills in 2025, State Legislators Cast a Web of Control over Higher Education,” PEN
America (24 July 2025); and the following from the Texas Conference of the American
Association of University Professors, or affiliated bodies: AAUP-Texas, “Faculty Rights Standing
Against Censorship”; AAUP-Texas, “ Upholding Faculty Rights to Academic Freedom Due
Process”; AAUP-Texas, “Higher Ed Bills in the Texas Leqislature; AAUP-UT Austin Press
Release (27 September 2025); AAUP Texas, “New State Laws, Syllabi & Your Academic
Freedom” (16 August 2025); AAUP Texas, “Attack on Academic Freedom at Angelo State
University” (22 September 2025); AAUP Texas, “New Texas Laws & Teaching/Researching
Controversial Topics” (5 August 2025); AAUP Texas, “AAUP-TXST Response to the Firing of
Dr. Alter” (21 September 2025); AAUP Texas, “AAUP-TAMU Response to the Firing of Dr.
McCoul” (18 September 2025); AAUP Texas, “Texas A&M Caves to Pressure, Violating Faculty
Rights” (10 September, 2025). All accessed 8 October 2025.
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WHEREAS the CUNY Alliance to Defend Higher Education (CADHE) has released a
statement? supporting Texas Tech faculty who teach about gender, sex, and sexuality in the
face of federal, state, and administrative actions that:

e reject scientific expertise, peer-reviewed research from multiple disciplines, and the basic
premise of women'’s, gender, and sexuality studies;

violate academic freedom;

facilitate and potentially accelerate faculty firings;

further marginalize and endanger trans and nonbinary faculty, staff, and students;

undercut Texas Tech’s own stated mission;

sacrifice core university values; and

betray basic principles of academic research

and calling on the Texas Tech Chancellor to “overturn this wrongful new mandate”; and

WHEREAS PEN America expressed “deep concern over the University of North Texas (UNT)
system’s implementation of Texas SB 17, a 2023 law banning diversity, equity, and inclusion
(DEI) offices and initiatives, arguing that the system’s efforts to scrutinize course instruction
and research for references to DEI is an example of extreme overcompliance with the law’s

mandate”?; and

WHEREAS the American Association of University Professors (AAUP) warned that
“Discriminatory attacks on efforts to advance knowledge about race, gender, class, sexual
orientation, gender identity, and disability are inseparable from a larger and even more

dangerous campaign against core academic values™*; and

WHEREAS the American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) of Texas and the Texas Conference of
the AAUP have opposed S.B. 2972, with the former’s Caro Achar stating, “S.B. 2972 threatens
the free expression of all Texans, regardless of political beliefs. This bill imposes broad
restrictions that allow school officials to restrict how, when, and where Texans can speak on
campus — undermining the First Amendment rights of students, faculty, staff, and the general
public” and the latter noting that campus advocates have leverage to convince administrators to
“implement the [law’s] prohibitions narrowly, to include robust procedural protections for any
disciplinary actions, and to preserve as much space on campus for free expression as possible
without compromising institutional functions™; and

WHEREAS New York State’s higher education institutions share a longstanding commitment to
academic freedom; civic responsibility; the pursuit of knowledge, truth, and wisdom for the
public good; the cultivation of freedoms of thought, inquiry, speech, expression, assembly, and

2 CUNY Alliance to Defend Higher Education, “Statement in Support of Texas Tech Faculty Who
Teach about Gender, Sex, and Sexuality” (1 October 2025). Accessed 8 October 2025.

3 PEN America, “PEN America Condemns University of North Texas System’s Extreme
Overcompliance in Implementing a DEI Ban” (14 November 2024). Accessed 8 October 2025.

4 American Association of University Professors, “New Statement on Discrimination and
Equality” (11 January 2024). Accessed 8 October 2025.

5> Texas Conference of the AAUP, “SB 2972 Limiting Expressive Activities on Campus” (24 June
2025),; American Civil Liberties Union of Texas, “ACLU of Texas Comments on Passage of S.B.
2972 — Anti-Free Speech on College Campuses Bill” (2 June 2025). Both accessed 8 October
2025.
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association for all students, staff, and faculty; the integrity of academic research, teaching, and
learning; the provision of educational programs and services to all students in the safest and
most supportive environment possible; the advancement of diversity, equity, and inclusion; and
the autonomy and democratic accountability of campus governance®;

RESOLUTION

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the SUNY University Faculty Senate (UFS) endorses
the above statements from the SUNY UFS Executive Committee, CADHE, AAUP, PEN
America, the ACLU of Texas, and the Texas Conference of the AAUP; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that SUNY UFS urges SUNY Chancellor John King to work
with CUNY Chancellor Félix Matos Rodriguez to ensure that New York State’s public higher
education systems thoroughly repudiate the policies and approaches to governance condemned
in the above statements; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that SUNY UFS charges President Bruce Simon to work with
the leadership of SUNY, CUNY, the SUNY Faculty Council of Community Colleges (SUNY
FCCC), the CUNY University Faculty Senate (CUNY UFS), CADHE, United University
Professions (UUP), the Professional Staff Congress of CUNY (PSC-CUNY), the New York
State Conference of the AAUP, and New York State United Teachers (NYSUT), in
consultation with authorized representatives of faculty, staff, and students in Texas, to explore
concrete ways of:

1. Supporting faculty, staff, students, and legitimate governance bodies in Texas;

2. Advocating for New York State to set a national example for defending, protecting, and
advancing academic freedom, shared governance, and other foundational principles and
functions of higher education, including potentially through contractual, legislative,
and/or constitutional initiatives; and

FURTHER BE IT RESOLVED that SUNY UFS invites SUNY FCCC, CUNY UFS, campus
governance bodies across SUNY and CUNY, and national, state, and institutional higher
education governance bodies everywhere in the United States, including the National Council
of Faculty Senates (NCFS), to endorse this resolution and/or pass resolutions aligned with it.

6 See SUNY University Faculty Senate Resolution 200-09-1 “Defending, Protecting, and
Advancing Foundational Principles and Functions of New York State and United States Higher
Education” (26 April 2025) , and the joint statement by ten current and former SUNY and CUNY
governance leaders, “The State of Shared Governance: Independence Day 2025” (4 July 2025).

Both accessed 8 October 2025.
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