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Welcome to "BEYOND THE CATSKILLS." 

"Beyond the Catskills: Jewish Life in Binghamton, New 
York, 1850-1975," an historical exhibiton of original photographs, 
documents and artifacts, represents the completion of the first phase 
of the Southern Tier Jewish History Project [STJHP]. Developed 
and sponsored by the Judaic Studies Program at the State University 
of New York at Binghamton, the STJHP is designed to study various 
aspects of Jewish life in this region of upstate New York. Long 
neglected by historians, the Southern Tier has had a rich Jewish past 
which reflects both local conditions as well as general patterns of 
development in American Jewish history. 

The current exhibit displays approximately 130 original 
·photographs and documents as well as five cases of artifacts. It is 
arranged chronologically into four periods and depicts 
a variety of themes in the development of the local Jewish 

community. Specifically, the exhibit .illustrates the economic, reli
gious and social life of Binghamton Jewry. 

"Beyond the Catskills" will be displayed at the Studio Art 
Gallery on the campus of the State University of New York at 
Binghamton from May 17 to May 26, 1989. Gallery hours are 
weekdays, 10 am-noon and 2-4 pm; weekends, 1-4 pm. 



The exhibit is free and open to the public. Guided tours are 
available upon request. Please feel to ask members of the gallery 
staff for further information. 

A remarkable number of people and institutions were 
involved in developing this exhibit. Approximately thirty 
individuals actually worked on the project and three times that 
number contributed archival items and artifacts to it. More than 
fifty foundations, individuals, institutions and organizations have 
supported "Beyond the Catskills" financially. 

The names of all those who worked on or supported the 
current exhibit are listed below. If your name has been omitted, 
please accept our sincere apologies for the oversight. 

Finally, if you would like to participate or support the next 
stage of the STIBP, please speak to one our staff members. 

Thank you for coming to "Beyond the Catskills"! I hope 
you enjoy the exhibition. 

Sincerely, 

Jan--/~ 
Lance J. Sussman 
Assistant Professor of American Jewish 

History and Project Director 



STAFF 

Lance J. Sussman 
Assistant Professor of American Jewish History 
Project Director 

Peggy Marcus and Susan Savitch 
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Evelyn Klie 
Exhibit Designer 

Judie Pletter 
Signage Designer 

• • 

Abe Bernstein, Archivist-Temple Israel, consultant 
Peter Conole, Archivist-Temple Concord, consultant 
Tamara Dowd, SUNY Publications Office, design 
Dennis Dunda, photography 
Prof. Paul Finkelman, History Department, consultant 
David Fischel, computer 
Peter Harris, Roberson Center, mounting 
Lew Hecht, darkroom 
Michael Herman, student intern, research 
Rabbi Jacob Hurwitz, Temple Israel (emeritus), consultant 
Jewish Federation of Broome County, development 
Stephen Kessler, video 
Peter Klosky, Roberson Center, design 
Karen Krokoff, student intern, publicity: 
Janet Levine, exhibition set-up 
Dr. Elliot Marcus, photocopying 



Staff (Continued) 

Jeff Markowitz, student intern, publicity and research 
Niles and Phipps, printing 
Piersons Office Supply, photocopying 
Diane Raphael, photography 
Dr. Faith Rogow, research 
Flora Rosefsky, graphics 
Charles Rosenthal, SUNY-Foundation, development 
Savitch Insurance Agency, photocopying 
Rabbi Elihu Schagrin, Temple Concord (emeritus), consultant 
Roberta Scheer, SUNY-Publications Office, catalogue 
Prof. Norman Stillman, Judaic Studies, proofreading and consultant 
Prof. Yedida Stillman, Judaic Studies, consultant 

• • 

Special thanks to Temple Beth El, Endicott, New York, for housing 
the archives of the Southern Tier Jewish History Project; the staff of 
the Jewish Federation; the gallery volunteers; Lee Shepherd, Inside 
SUNY; Jeff Davis, Press and Sun-Bulletin; and Marc Goldberg and 

the The Reporter staff. 

• • 

Steering Committee 
Southern Tier Jewish Historical Society 

(Jewish Federation of Broome Country) 

Flo Balin 
Diane Herz 
Jim Herz 
Sy K.lionsky 
Herbert Levine 

Peggy Marcus 
Flora Rosef sky 
Charles Rosenthal 
Prof. Y edida Stillman 
Prof. Lance J. Sussman 

• 



CONTRIBUTORS-ARCIDVAL 

The following individuals and organizations have contributed 
photographs and other memorabilia to the Souther Tier Jewish 
History Project:: 

Ruth Abramson, Ida Ackerman, Suzy Benjamin, Beth David Syna
gogue, Beth David Sisterhood, Binghamton Press and Sun-Bulletin, 
Binghamton Public Library, Dr. Donald and Shirley Bronsky, 
Broome County Historical Society, Chemin and Gold, Chevrah 
Kaddisha Society, Charles Cohen, Lillian Cohen, Benjamin Cohn, 
Marvin and Abby Cohn. 

Deposit Historical Society, Honey and Ed Esserman, Joan Friedland, 
Charles Gilinsky, Herb Graff, Chuck and Ellen Greenblott, Cookie 
and Bob Greenblott, Suzanne Hersch, Greta Herz, Dr. Seymour and 
Irene Holzer, Sophie Horowitz, Rabbi Jacob Hurwitz, Jewish Com
munity Center, Al Kline, Max Klionsky, Ruthanne and Buddy 
Koffman. 

Kim and Pepe Levene, Carl Levine, Dr. Harvey and Janet Levine, 
Millie Levine, Brian Levinson, Fannie Bassin Prigoff, Muriel Major, 
The Hon. Israel and Brenda Margolis, Marianne and Richard Mat
ties, Meta Mendel, Oquaga Lake Historical Society, Larry Pitier. 

Rose Rapaport, Beulah Riger, Martha Bittman Riger, Bernard and 
Flora Rosefsky, Roz Rosenbaum, Finkle Rosenberg, Germaine 
Rosenberg, Charles Rosenthal, Dave and Nellie Roth, Benjamin 
Rouff, Beverly Rozen,Victor Rozen, Rod Serling Foundation and 
Carol Serling, Rudolf's Jewelry Store. 

Mrs. Maurice Sall, Ronald Sall, Joyce Sambursky, Brian and Susan 
Savitch, Matthew Savitch, Rabbi Elihu Schagrin, Murray Schapiro, 
Senior Friendship Club - Jewish Community Center, Lee Shephard, 
Gertrude and Mildred Silverstein, Naomi Staiman, Cheryl Sunness. 



Contributors-Archival (Continued) 

Temple Beth El, Temple Concord, Temple Concord Sisterhood, 
Temple Israel, Harold and Ida Unger, Vestal Hills Country Club, 
Sandra and Fred Weitsman, Marcy Yonaty, Jane Zuckerman. 
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Carol and Jim Herz 
Diane and Harold Herz 
Susan and Howard Herzog 
Dr. Seymour and Irene Holzer 
Dr. Gerald and Susan Rubal 

.. 



Benefactors (Continued) 
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