










Just Lunch 

Last semester we heard lectures by Prof. Melvin Schefftz on "Jews and the European Left", 
Prof. Saul Levin on '1Reading the Torah�tbe Taamim'\ and Prof. Milton Kessler on ''The Sepretly 
Simple Son". Not .surprisingly, all were interesting and stimulating talks, 

Prof, Schefftz d�ri� the role ofJewish left-wing intellectuals in shaping Europe!!h 
politics, especially.� complicated relationslup between Jewishness and nationalism, ethnic 
identity Qlld pattioti$1ll.. 

Prof. Levin Sbowed a videof'.ape he ma.de in Ista�l in the 1960' s.about the various band signs 
employed in helping Torah readers in communities in, North Africa and Yemen. His talk was 
followed by a lively discussion on the question of readers' constraints ih interpreting Biblical 
passag"8-wlli"1il are mQte, wb):cb le$s drlUIµltfo, v,bano �phasize, andWbaJ W tJl.l®.fP�IJY, 

Prof. t(essl« t(';(:()UD� his cbildb<>od in dle nronx, as the son of. traditmn .. mQtber $nd a 
socialist father. He explained the conflicts, the guiltbe felt fot npt living llp"to expectations .that he 
grow up to be .a "g� Jewish boy", i.e. educated in Jewish subjects. As be poignantlypoint.ed out, 
.these-tension& eventually foriedhis creative i,rocess. Kessler ended hls presentation by reading 
several poems from bis (''.11'31ld CQUconrse cycle. 

Spriug Just Luncb/fentati:ve Plans 
For tbe comtng seuiesret we hc)pe to host Prof. Leonid Chekin, a Visiting Fellow at C<;men' s 

Institilte'for.:Eut'Qpean.Sti,1die� wb() will speak on sOlile aspect of Jewish contributions to Russian 
cmture. ftof, Dora Polaehek, another Cotriell faculty, will show and <liscuss a unique Holocaust 
fl.Im, ''Unzete Kinder". Finally, Michael Taub will talk about bis recent visit to Poland, and show 
some o'fthe slides from the trip •. 
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