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'I1Jt:' Of±it1ial Newal4;1tter of the Judaic ,Suidies DepattmeQ'.t 4,t the 
State l.foiversity of New York at Birigkmtpn 

Harpur College Dean 
Con1Initted To Judaic Studies 

I
'm interested in building departments, making them stronger," said Harpur College De.an Sol
Polachek. And that includes Judaic Studies. ln reaffirming Ms commitment to Judaic Studies at 
Binghamton University, the dean pointed to two factors that underlie its strength: 1) its current 

excellent faculty and 2) the presence ofi campus of a large number of 
Jewish students. 

Dean Polachek spoke very appreciatively of the work being done 
by the full-time and adjunct faculty of the Judaic Studies Department. He 
went on to note that approximately 3,000 Jewish students between the ages 
of 18 and 22 attend Binghamton University. "I would like Judaic Studies 
to flourish on this campus," he said, "just as Jewish }jfe does." But Judaic 
Studies is not just for Jews, the dean hastened to add. "Jewish culture is 
worth studyh1g in its own right. Everyone can learn a lot from the experi
ence of the Jewish people through the millenia." Judaic. Studies, said 
Polachek, can have a beneficial impact not only on students but on the 
community as a whole. "Perhaps what we learn can foster a better under- Harpur College Dean. 
standing of how to make the world a safer, more congenial place." Sol Polachek

The dean acknowledged that the Judaic Studies Department has shrunk in recent years, but. he 
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expressed high hopes for future growth. He pointed 
out that the department is cunently authorized to hire
another professor and noted also that efforts to locate
resources to support additional growth are also under 
way. Polachek observed that the department already 
receives significant support from alumni and the local 
community and is now concentrating its attention on
obtaining funds from individual and institutional back
ers of Judaic Studies in the New York City area. '11
intend to do everything I can to help in this effort," 
said the dean. 
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STUDENT PROFILE ■ RiCA MONTA ■ 
E

rica Montag will soon graduate from Binghamton University as a Judaic Studies major. After 
lour years at Binghamton, this prospective rabbi ha5 a very strong attachment to the depart
ment. "It's a nice, close-knit group of people, and you get to know your classmates well," she 

said. "Being a Judaic Studies major has given me an edge over many others going into my field 
because of the great background in Judaism I now have. It really taught me a Jot about Jewish his
tory." 

Erica says that she has always had an interest in Judaic Studies, but what really got her 
involved in the department was the class on the Holocaust that she took dur
ing her freshman year. After taking this course, which she still considers to 
be one of the best she has taken at Binghamton, she was inspired to take 
more and more courses in Judaic Studies, until she finally decided to include 
it as one of her majors. 

Outside of the classroom, Erica has worked very hard to enrich 
Jewish life on campus. In 1996 and 1997 she was co-president and then 
president of the Hillel chapter on campus. In the spring of 1997 she orches
trated tlte merging of Hillel and the Jewish Student Union, a move that 
brought together the religous and social elements of Jewish life on campus. Erica Montag 

After the merger, Erica continued as co-president of what was now H.illel-
The Jewish Student Union and then, in 1998, became ~dent of the organization. After "retiring" 
from office this year, she is still active in Jewish life on campus. 

When asked what improvements she would most like to see in Jewish life on campus, Erica 
said, "I would like to see more liberal and more observant Jews work together on programs of a 
social and cultural nature that we could all enjoy." She sees the merger of Hillel and JSU as having 
been the fin.1 step toward such a union. She would also like to see the ·campus Jewish community 
interact more with the Jewish community in the Binghamton area. 

Upon graduating from Binghamton, Erica plans Lo join the work force for a year or two 
before undertaking her rabbinic education and becoming a rabbi. She does not know yet which 
rabbinical school she will attend, but looks forward eagerly Lo the continuation of her Jewish edu
cation and the career that lies before her. 

PAULINE PIAKER AWARD ANNOUNCED 

Once again the Judaic Studies Department is sponsoring an essay contest on the subject of "Resolving 
Ethnic Conflicts." Special mention during "Honoo; Week" and a cash prize will be awarded to an out
standing essay focW!ing on any area of ethnic tension or cooperation or dealing with a number of con
flicts from a comparative per,,-pective. Entries were due on March 5 and arc being judged by a commit
tee of faculty and staff representing sever-al different departments. Distinguished Service Professor Philip 
Piaker of the Binghamton University School of Management e.~tablished the award in memory of his 
wife, Pauline Piaker, a lifelong proponent of interethnic harmony. 
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LETTER FROM THE CHAIR 

This is our first newsletter in a long tirne, and it is a very different 

sort of a t:reature from our previous issues. For one thing, I am 

not the editor. Working under the supervision of Riva Rittberg, two 

graduating Binghamton seniors, Seth Eichenholtz and Ben 

Greenzweig have carried out the difficult task of producing this edi

tion. They have renamed and redesigned Ha-Kol and, as readers 

with long memories can easily see, have made it much more pre

sentable and attractive than it ever was in the pasL 

They have done a fine job, too, in making our department 
sound like a flourishing enterprise. They have highlighted its bright pojnU, and a numbeicof recent, 

promising developments and made it seem as if we are constantly proceeding from strength to 
strength. We are all very gr,.iteful to them for doing so. 1 have to say, however; that everithough the 
story they have told is a true story, it is not the whole story. Thei,-e are, in fact. difficult days for us. 

We are a tiny department, greatly deficient in full-time faculty members. To an extent unmatehed, I 
think, by any other department on campus. we are. reliant opon adjuncts to get our work done. IP. 
finding the right people to fill in the gaps in our program. we have, of course, been extraai'dinarily 
lucky. 1f we need them, it seems, they will come. Each and every one of our adjuncts listed else

where in this newsletter has shown t1p just when we needed him or her and done a job for which we 

are deeply grnteful. But we cannot go on like this forever. We need more full-time faculty. 

This is a need recognized by our administration. We have been authorized to hire another 

professor. We even had one for a while. a very fine one. But then she left for another job. Our 
efforts to replace her have run into some temporary difficulties, which need not be discussed here. 
They will be renewed next year. In the meantime, though, we are woefully short-handed, and wm 

still be understaffed even if we succeed in augmenting our numt,ers by one. 
Our best hopes for expansion on the necessary scale are tied up with the fundraising efforts 

mentioned elsewhere in this issue by Dean Polachek. With the help of our many friends in the local 

Jewish community, we are now raising money to hire an expert fundraiser, someone with the know

how to bring us together with the kind of people who have been munificent in their support of Judaic 

Studies a, other American universities. I hope to report in futt1re issues on our success in this 
endeavor. For tl:\e moment, however. we would be more than glad to hear from any of our readers 

who might have any suggestions as to how we can find what we are seeking. 
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JUST NEWS 

A Quiet Revolution 

I f the twentieth century appears to have resolved anything in Jewish life, it is the struggle 

over languages with which it began. One hundred years ago, partisans of Hebrew and 

Yiddish were locked in battle to determine which of these tongues would be the Jewish people's 

future vernacular. A few zealous proponents of a Hebrew revival had pitted themselves against the 

---- masses of Yiddish speakers in what seemed to many to 

be a futile effort to turn back the clock. In the course 

of time, however, as everyone knows, Hebrew unex

pectedly won out over Yiddish. The number of Hebrew 

speakers today dwarfs the number of Yiddish speakers. 

Hebrew's current rival would appear to be 

English, not Yiddish. Even in Israel, there are those 

who worry about the threat posed by this increasingly 

universal language. Zohar Shavit, a professor of 

Hebrew literature at Tel Aviv University, recently pro

posed that the state try to protect Hebrew from the 

English menace by baruiing the use of transliterated 

English words in public signage throughout the country. 

What has apparently escaped this professor's notice, 

however, is the new threat to Hebrew emerging from 

inghamton, New York. It goes by the name of Jack 

WHAT'S THAT SAY?'! 

Weinstein. At first 

glance, this jovial sep-

I "I LOVE YIDDISH STUDENTS."! tuagenarian would 

Jack Weinst.ein hardly seem to present 

a menace to anything, much less the Hebrew language. Far from being an enemy of Hebrew, 

Weinstein speaks it fluently and willingly. As he will be quick to remind you, he has an abundance 

of descendants living in Israel, where ;hey speak Hebrew, not Yiddish. But this estimable contribu

tion to the vitality of Hebrew does not begin to counterbalance the work Weinstein is doing in 

Binghamton on behalf of Hebrew's old rival. Every year the number of students in Yiddish 101 
exceeds not only the number of Weinstein's grandchildren in Israel, but even the number of his 

grandchildren altogether. Continued on page 5 
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WEINSTEIN c · ed . ontmu from page 3 This year there were 53 students enrolled in the course, almost 

;;,ice the total number of Weinstein's children's 27 children! There is no place else in !oo:United 

0

;~s ?~ the world, perhaps, where a comparable number of u11dergradnaleS are beginning the study 
ti tdd'.sh. And there may not be any other university where a comparable number of lltudents con-

nue with their studies of Yiddish beyond tbe first year. Columbia University boasts that it has the 
country's largest Yiddish program, with 40 students. But Binghamton has a j:Cand t¢al of 651 

In the entire scheme of things, to be sure, the number of Yiddish students in Bjngbamton may ::t seem very large. There are, after all, millions of Hebrew speakers in the world today and dwin-
tg numbers of Yiddish speakers. But to look at the whole picture in.this light would b.e,sbortsight::a~ A_ hundred ~ears ago, the situation was precisely the reverse. Then ~ezer-BenYehD?ah and a_ 

He dful 0 ~ fanatics launched the project that turned things around. When 1t began. the effort.to .rev1ve 
the~ew did not look m~ch more substantial than Jack Weinstein's operation in Bing~- ~d 
Y' 15 no reason to believe that Ben Yehudah 's devotion to Hebrew suxpassed that.of Wemstem to 

iddish, or that the Conner's disciples. were any more enibusiastic :In their day than the taner's are 
no;" .. Jack Weinstein, in short, might seem perfectly innocuous, but if Zohar Sb,avi.t and the other: 
!lllardians of the Hebrew language overlook him, ;hey will do so at their own peril. 

IB 
285R 
287L 
2880 {2 Credits) 
382T/HlST 381F 
395 

:T397 
T 490/H!ST 480E 
:T499 

,e tt0locaust (Rc:,scohlulll) 
Rebirth of lsrnel (J\,llan Arkush) 
Jewish Religious Thought (Rllbbi Aaron Slonim) 
The Jews of the Soviet Umon (2 credits) 
Fundamentals of Jewish Law (Samuel Morell} 

Dead $ea Scrolls (Rev. Carl Roemer) 

Tradition and M<Jdernity (Allan Arkusb) 

Jnwmship 
!ndependall Study in Judaic Srudies 

Judaism in Aml'rica(Lance Sus..man) 

Senior Thesis 

\e!N&MF·■ HEBREW 102 Elementary Hebrew 11 (Daniela Collen) 
.BREW 204 Readings in Hebrew Literature {Samuel Morell) 

!HEBREW 221 Hebr,:w Conversation and Composition (Daniela Coh,n) 

HEBREW 351 A Westemization and Tradition (Sa,nuel Morell) 
HEBREW 397 Independent Study in Hebrew 
YIDDISH 102 Elementary Yid(lisb n (Jack Wei))Stein) 
YIDDISH 204 !nt.ennediale Yiddish 11 (Jack Weinstein) 

YIDDISH 397 Independent Study in Yiddish 
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YEDIDA K. STILLMAN (1946-1998) 

E ven before the establishment of our department, Yedida Stillman was, for a long time, the prin
cipal mover and shaker in the Judaic Studies Program. Without her ceaseless, bebind-the
scenes efforts, the program would never have become a department. Naturally, when the 

department was created, she became its first chairperson, the Boss. Only those who had the 
opportunity to witness her in action can understand how fully she merited her nickname. Always 
thinking, always running, always coming up with new initiatives, and always smiling, Yedida was 
convinced that she could make anything happen, if only she worked at it hard enough. She 
achieved things that no one else thought possible. Quite apart from her extensive and remarkable 
scholarly endeavors and all of the other wonderful things she did in her all
too-short life, she charted the path this department would have to take and 
moved us a considerable distance down it. Even after she and Norman moved 
to Oklahoma, she remained concerned with the affairs of our Judaic Studies 
Oepai11nem and did quite a few things to help us. 

More people, however, will remember Yedida as a teacher than as an 
administrator. She was an unforgettable figure in tbe classroom, a dynamic, 
warm and inspiring presence. Her door was always open to students and her 
office was always full of them. Countless Binghamton w1dergraduates during 

a period of more than two tlcc~des_ knew her as the ~rofcss?r ~it~ whom they SlilLu.a . .n ltolo l.:(luteto 

had the closest and most mearungful contact. Nor did Yed1da s Iles _10 her stu- 01 ,i.. :; .. ,11, .... ,.,,, r 

dents cease upon their graduanon. She kept an eye on them, and did every- Al . ) 
1 thing she could to help advance their careers. And their ti~s to her remain unuu (mrn.1 

strong. One need only glance at the list of contributor.; to the Yedida Khalfon Stillman Memorial 
Fund for the Department of Judaic Studies. The number of graduates from the seventies, eighties 
and nineties who have contributed to this fund is astonishingly large, To all of them, and to 
Yedida's innumerable colleagues and friends who have also made donations to this fund, we wish 
to extend our heartfelt thanks. We promise to use this money in ways that will perpetuate the 
legacy of a colleague whose untimely demise has left us all deeply saddened. We hope that we cau 
at lea~t some of the time succeed in following in her footsteps. 

Just Lunch 
Only one JUST Lunch was scheduled for this semesrer. 
Since it is supposed to occur at the very time, this newslet
ter is being sent to press, we can neither report on it here 
nor usefully provide our readers with directions to the 

room where it is to take place. But we can notify you that on March 29 Dr. Alyssa Seppinwall of California 
State University at San Marcos will lecture on the subject of "Jews, Blacks, and the French Revolution." 
Dr. Seppinwall recently received her Ph.D. from Stanford University, where she wrote a dissertation on the 
Abbe Gregoire, an impo1tant, late eighteenth-century advocate of the rights of both blacks and Jews. Her 
lecture will be co-sponsored by the Departments of Africana Studies and History as well as the Dean's 
Office. We are luoking forward to her arrival ne.x.l week.. and will tell you about it in our next i,ssuc. 
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[FACULTY SPOTLIGHT] I -~ 
DANIELA COHEl'i 

F
0!1°wing in the footsteps of Shmuel Sbepkaru and Marc Fogel. Danle __ J.a 
Cohen has become the third incumbent of the Hebrew instrUctorsbip inau
gurated in the fall of 1995. Born in Israel and educated at Tel Aviv Univem··• "'iy•,•eo-hen-•1allg• ht 

Heb~ew at Lafayette College and Lehigh University for many years before coming to Binghamton: 
She 1~ thus by far the most experienced Hebrew teacher to hold this community-supported position, 

Before coming to Binghamt.on this fall, Cohen bad seen it only as a city to pass through on 
the way to visit her son Jacob, who is a professor of accounting at Syracuse Univer.iity, Now she 
has come to know it as a wonderful place to Jive and work. Of her four children, only her 
Y~ungest daughter Lielle, is still Jiving at home. Ten years old, she has made new friends in 
Bmgharnton and is happily enjoying Girl Scouts, Karate, and Hebrew school. Rafi., Daniella's bus-
hand, who travels a great deal, represents several Israeli companies in l)le United States, and sever

al American companies in Israel. 
Cohen has had a wonderful experience so far teaching at Binghamton. Of the people in the 

J~daic Studies Department, Cohen has discovered "(hey are very nice, cooperative, kind., and 
friendly." She also enjoys what she sees as a "good class size," large but not overcrowded- Over the 
years, Cohen has a dewloped a w1ique method of teaching Hebrew. Instead ofrelying exclusively 
o_n the standard textbooks, which she docs not think are consistently interesting, she makes ex,ten
Sive use of short stories that she herself has written. Each of these stories is designed to convey 
essential grammatical points, transmit vocabulary, and, at the same tiroE:, entertain the reader. 
Cohen constantly alters and improves these stories, which she plans eventually to publish in book 
form. 

RABBI MOSES MARGOLIS MEMORIAL 
The biennial lecture in memory of Rabbi Moses Margolis will · · . I 

be delivered _this year by Professor Eric Ziolkowski of Lafaye~ . . . . · ·- . 
College's Department of Religion will be speaking oo "The Sms of 
the Sons: The Legacy of 2 Kings: 2. 23-24." Professor Ziolkowski is - . · . •· 
the author of numerous books and articles, including The L__:.~"===== 
Sanctification of Don Quixote: From Hidalgo to Priest (Pennsylvania CoumcttboAndetron°"3terat(607l-
State University Press, 1991). m-ARI'Slixm,rcinformatioo. 

He has taught at Lafayette for the past ten years. In 1998 he . 
woo the Thomas Roy and Lura Forrest Jonew Award for Superior Teaching and Excellence of . 
Scholarship. The lecture will take place in the Anderson Center Reception Room on Sunday, Apnl 

I 8 at 3 p.m. There will be a reception afterwards. 
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