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I. GENERAL 

 

1. Q: Do you have a website? 

2. Q: What type of courses do you offer? 

3. Q: Do you offer any opportunities to practice Spanish outside of the classroom? 

4. Q: Do you offer any courses over the summer or winter sessions? 

5. Q: Are there any Master’s Degree programs related to Spanish or a 3 + 2 option? 

 

II. MAJOR AND MINOR ADVISING 

 

6. Q: How do I declare a Spanish major or minor?  

7. Q: Can I email my advisor to declare a minor or major instead of meeting in person? 

8. Q: Do I need to meet with an advisor to either change my minor to a major (or vice versa) 

or drop my major or minor? 

 

9. Q: What are the requirements for the Spanish major and minor? 

10. Q: Can I take a course in English for my major or minor? 

11. Q: What literature course can I take for the Spanish minor? 

12. Q: Can I get credit toward my major or minor for being a TA? 

13. Q: Can Spanish 175 (Medical Spanish) count toward my major or minor? 

 

14. Q: What do I do if my Degree Works isn’t correct regarding my major or minor?  

15. Q: Can I take a lower-level Spanish course than one I have already taken?  

16. Q: Can I take two Spanish courses at the same time? 



17. Q: How many classes can I transfer in from previous or future coursework taken 

somewhere other than or through Binghamton? 

18. Q: What grade do I need for a class to count toward my Spanish major or minor? 

 

III. PREVIOUS COURSEWORK AND TRANSFER OF CREDITS 

 

19. Q: Will my AP/ IB exam count toward my degree? 

20. Q: Why doesn’t my AP/ IB exam show on my Degree Works? 

21. Q: Can the courses I took in high school count toward my degree?    

22. Q: Can the college-level course I took my senior year of high school or before transferring 

to Binghamton count toward my degree? 

23. Q: Can I get a GenEd for a course I took through another university or abroad? 

 

IV. STUDYING ABROAD  

 

24. Q: What Spanish-language study abroad programs does our University offer?  

25. Q: Aren’t there programs in Chile and the Dominican Republican during the winter 

session? 

26. Q: Can I study abroad with a non-Binghamton program? 

27. Q: Do I have to get my courses (pre-)approved if I study abroad through a non-

Binghamton program? 

28. Q: Can I change a course while abroad? 

29. Q: Is it okay to switch into a lower-level language course after taking the program’s 

language proficiency exam? 

30. Q: When will the courses from my study abroad program show on my Degree Works? 

31. Q: Can a course listed as equivalent to a 200+ course count as Spanish 211 or 215? 

 

V. PLACEMENT  

 

32. Q: What Spanish course should I start off taking at Binghamton? 

33. Q: What Spanish class should I take if I grew up with Spanish spoken at home? 

34. Q: Does the CLEP exam I took count toward anything? 

35. Q:  Do you offer a language proficiency exam? 

36. Q: Can someone in the department evaluate my Spanish? I need a form or 

recommendation filled out for a program/ scholarship/ job, etc. 



 

I. GENERAL 

 

1. Q: Do you have a website? 

 

A: Yes. Please visit https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/ .  

 

2. Q: What type of courses do you offer? 

 

A:  Aside from language-focused classes, we offer a variety of content-based courses in 

Spanish. We offer courses in literature and linguistics. We also offer courses in culture, history, 

translation, and Spanish for the professions. Our courses account for a range of genres and 

dialects. 

 

3. Q: Do you offer any opportunities to practice Spanish outside of the classroom? 

 

A: Visit our Facebook page, which often highlights upcoming extra-curricular language-

oriented programs and activities as well as student groups and honor societies: 

https://www.facebook.com/bufrenchitalianspanish/ . 

 

4. Q: Do you offer any courses over the summer or winter sessions? 

 

A: We offer a limited number of courses during each of these sessions. The courses themselves 

vary from year to year and are often taught online. You can find out which courses are available 

by checking the University’s schedule of classes in the months prior to the winter/ summer 

session in question. If applicable, these courses may count toward your minor or major in the 

language.  

 

5. Q: Are there any Master’s Degree programs related to Spanish or a 3 + 2 option? 

 

A:  Our department offers several MA options: 

 

For information about our MA in Spanish, or one of our dual-degree programs, contact 

Professor Ros at aros@binghamton.edu  

 

For information about our Master of Arts in Teaching (MAT) degree, contact Professor 

Lenkaitis at lenkaitis@binghamton.edu 

 

Be sure to visit our webpage for more information: 

https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/graduate/ 

 

 

II. MAJOR AND MINOR ADVISING 

 

6. Q: How do I declare a Spanish major or minor?  

 

A: Contact our department secretary, Darin Goldenberg, by email 

darin.goldenberg@binghamton.edu or in person by visiting Library North (LN) 2216. He will 

then assign you to a faculty advisor within the department. You can visit your advisor during 

https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/
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https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/graduate/


his or her office hours, listed on our department website. Upon consultation with your advisor, 

you will review degree requirements and fill out a short form at that time. Your advisor will 

then return the form to the Department’s administrative staff, where processing times typically 

take a week. 

 

7. Q: Can I email my advisor to declare a minor or major instead of meeting in person? 

 

A: No, you must meet in person so you can both sign the form. If you have a certain question 

prior to meeting with your advisor, you can email him/ her in advance. Be sure to always 

include your B-number in your email and be as detailed as possible. Meeting times should take 

place during your advisor’s office hours. 

 

8. Q: Do I need to meet with an advisor to either change my minor to a major (or vice versa) 

or drop my major or minor? 

 

A: Yes, be sure to meet with your advisor, as this requires the filling out of a short form. 

 

9. Q: What are the requirements for the Spanish major and minor? 

 

A:  For requirements, scroll down to “click below for more information …” on the following 

webpage: https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/undergraduate/major-minor.html 

 

10. Q: Can I take a course in English for my major or minor? 

 

A: Courses taught in English do not count toward the minor. However, one course about 

Spanish or Latin American culture or literature taught in English may be applied toward the 

major. Students are recommended to speak with their advisor prior to taking this course to 

verify it will count.   

 

11. Q: What literature course can I take for the Spanish minor? 

 

A: At least one of the courses for the minor must be in literature. While we offer many courses 

in Spanish literature, most students take our Spanish 344 (Advanced Reading and 

Interpretation) to fulfill this requirement. This course can be taken after taking Spanish 251. If 

you see a different course in Spanish literature that you are interested in, be sure to check for 

a prerequisite and/or contact the professor in question in advance. 

 

12. Q: Can I get credit toward my major or minor for being a TA? 

 

A: Being a TA is a great experience that also serves to strengthen your knowledge in the 

language and content area under exploration. However, being enrolled as a TA (regardless of 

credits or grade option), does not count toward the major or minor.  

 

13. Q: Can Spanish 175 (Medical Spanish) count toward my major or minor? 

 

A: As major and minor requirements start at the 200 level, this course does not count for either.  

This course is primarily open to students in Decker School of Nursing and upon permission of 

instructor. On occasion, however, our department also offers a Medical Spanish at the 300 

https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/undergraduate/major-minor.html


level (380), which could count toward the major or minor, depending on the student’s prior 

coursework and room for electives.  

 

14. Q: What do I do if my Degree Works isn’t correct regarding my major or minor?  

 

A: Contact your advisor. If via email, include your B-number and be as specific as possible. If 

you don’t know who your advisor is, contact our department secretary (see question 6). 

 

15. Q: Can I take a lower-level Spanish course than one I have already taken?  

 

A: The typical answer is no. If you take a 200 level Spanish, you cannot take a class at the 100 

level. Similarly, if you take a 300 level Spanish course, you cannot take a course at the 200 

level. 

 

There are some exceptions to this rule, however. Students who need a certain course for their 

major or minor might have to take said course, especially if it involves Spanish 251. If a student 

is approved to take a 400-level course abroad, he/she will still have to take the required 300-

level courses for the major (or minor) upon return. In some instances, students at the 300 and 

400 level might go between courses if the content is different. For example, a student who has 

taken literature courses at the 300 and 400 level may go back and take Spanish 350 (Advanced 

Spanish Conversation), Spanish 351 (Introduction to Spanish Linguistics), or Spanish 382 

(Spanish for the Professions) since these courses differ considerably in content. 

 

Please note that Spanish 360 can be taken at the same time as Spanish 370 but should not be 

taken after it.  

 

We do not recommend going out of sequence. Be sure to check prerequisites first and speak to 

an advisor prior to enrollment. 

 

16. Q: Can I take two Spanish courses at the same time? 

 

A: Based on your time-to-degree, you may decide to take two courses at the same time; for 

example, two 300-level courses or two 400-level courses. Students in lower levels of Spanish 

are never encouraged to take two courses at the same time, regardless if the registration system 

allows you to. Language learning follows a natural progression, so taking Spanish 111 and 115 

at the same time, or Spanish 211 and 215 at the same is counterproductive. Be sure to check 

the prerequisites first. Pre-requisites should be taken prior to the course in which you are 

interested and not simultaneously. In exceptional cases, students may need to take two courses 

at the same time, whereas one is a prerequisite of the other. Before deciding to do this, be sure 

to speak with an advisor first.     

 

17. Q: How many classes can I transfer in from previous or future coursework taken 

somewhere other than or through Binghamton? 

 

A: For the minor, at least three of the six required courses must be completed on campus or 

through one of our department-sponsored study abroad programs, at least one of which must 

be at the 300 or 400 level. That noted, you could theoretically take/ receive credit for half of 

the courses at a different institution; this is not common, however. See question 18 for grade 

requirements. [continued on next page] 



 

For the major, at least five of the ten required courses must be completed on campus or through 

one of our department-sponsored study abroad programs, at least one of which must be at the 

300 level and two of which must be at the 400 level. That noted, you could theoretically take/ 

receive credit for half of the courses at a different institution; this is not common, however.  

See question 18 for grade requirements. 

 

18. Q: What grade do I need for a class to count toward my Spanish major or minor? 

 

A: A minimum grade of "C" is required for any course in Spanish applied toward the minor 

major. As such, taking a course Pass/Fail would not count. Please note, a “C-” would not count. 

 

 

III. PREVIOUS COURSEWORK AND TRANSFER OF CREDITS 

 

19. Q: Will my AP / IB exam count toward my degree? 

A: It depends on the score you received. Faculty do not have access to the score you received, 

so you must know this information to a) properly place yourself into a course and b) receive 

credit for the appropriate level. For equivalencies, sure to click on “Language Placement 

Guidelines” on the “Resources” page of our website: 

https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/resources/ 

 

NOTE TO ADVISORS: There are 2 different Spanish-language AP exams. While most of 

our students take the language exam, some take the literature exam. Students who take the 

language exam are often unaware another exam exists. Alternatively, students who take the 

literature exam often know to mention this. In the event that a student has taken both exams, 

he or she is able to receive credit for two courses toward the degree, according to chart of 

equivalencies.  

 

20. Q: Why doesn’t my AP/ IB exam show on my Degree Works? 

 

A: We are only able to advise on course equivalencies. To resolve this, be sure to see Harpur 

advising (or whatever college to which you belong).  

 

21. Q: Can the courses I took in high school count toward my degree?    

 

A: General language courses or state exams can count toward your school’s language 

requirements (different for each College at the University) and can help place you should you 

take more Spanish. Unless you took an AP, IB, or college-level course, however, they won’t 

count toward a major or minor in the language.  

 

22. Q: Can the college-level course I took my senior year of high school or before transferring 

to Binghamton count toward my degree? 

 

A: Our minor and majors start at the 200 (intermediate) level of Spanish. If the course you 

took already appears on your Degree Works and is at that level then, yes, you are able to count 

toward degree. Be sure you do not repeat the course at Binghamton since you cannot count the 

same course twice.  

 

https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/resources/


 

23. Q: Can I get a GenEd for a course I took through another university or abroad? 

 

A:  As GenEds are a University requirement and there are no GenEds needed specifically for 

your Spanish major or minor, we do not assign GenEds retroactively or for any courses not 

taken on our campus. Speak to your Harpur (or other school’s) advisor for further information. 

 

 

IV. STUDYING ABROAD  

 

24. Q: What Spanish-language study abroad programs does our University offer?  

 

A: We have three Spanish-language programs sponsored by our University. The courses you 

take through these programs are considered as “campus” courses. Therefore, credits and grades 

get factored into your degree. For questions on how to apply or financial matters, please visit  

Office of International Education and Global Initiatives (IEGI) in Old Champlain Hall (OH) 

240. You can also visit their website at https://www.binghamton.edu/oip/ 

 

i. During the summer, we offer a 4-6 week program in Spain. Students on the four-week 

program take a total of two courses whereas students on the (extended) six-week 

program take a total of three courses. This program is run through the auspices of 

FORSPRO. During the four-week program in Madrid, students take 2 classes. If you 

sign up for the six-week program, you spend the first two weeks in Torremolinos 

(Málaga) taking one class. You then go to Madrid for the following four weeks taking 

two classes. This is our most popular program. To view the courses offered scroll down 

to and select “Spain Course Equivalencies” on the following webpage:  

http://binghamton-

oip.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=10

008 

 

ii. During the semester, we partner with CEA to offer language courses in Barcelona. This 

is a new partnership and there are a number of unique opportunities, such as internships. 

For more information, visit: 

http://binghamton-

oip.terradotta.com/index.cfm?FuseAction=Programs.ViewProgram&Program_ID=10

102 

  

iii. We also offer a Service Learning Study Abroad program during the summer in Cusco, 

Peru. Students meet three weeks in Binghamton prior to their trip and then spend three 

weeks in Peru. Students take a language course (offerings are limited and typically do 

not surpass the 200 level) as well as a 400-level course in English about the history, 

culture, and literature of the Andes. For more information on this program, contact 

Professor Montenegro at gmontene@binghamton.edu 

 

25. Q: Aren’t there programs in Chile and the Dominican Republican during the winter 

session? 

 

A: The University offers a nursing program in Chile and a business program in the Dominican 

Republican during the winter session. As these courses pertain to different programs, they are 

https://www.binghamton.edu/oip/
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not actually taught in Spanish and, therefore, cannot count toward a Spanish-language major 

or minor. 

 

26. Q: Can I study abroad with a non-Binghamton program? 

 

A: Students can participate in any accredited program. However, for the purposes of our major 

and minor, these are not campus courses and are transferred in. That said, they do not count 

toward the required total number of course you must take at/through Binghamton for your 

major or minor (see questions 17). The credits will count but the grade does not factor into 

your major or minor GPA. 

 

If you choose to go through a different university’s program the majority of the work will fall 

on you. Where do you want to study? What type of program do you want to participate in? We 

recommend your first step to be visiting the Office of International Education and Global 

Initiatives (IEGI) in Old Champlain Hall (OH) 240.  

 

Keep in mind that aside from the experience of going abroad, you are going to learn and fulfill 

academic requirements. If a program does not offer the appropriate courses for your level of 

Spanish, it is not a program for you. 

 

27. Q: Do I have to get my courses (pre-)approved if I study abroad through a non-

Binghamton program? 

 

A: Yes. Since we only know of the programs we offer through Binghamton, you will want to 

obtain as much information as possible prior to visiting your advisor. Make sure to visit in the 

months prior to your trip to get approval for the courses you plan on taking. Providing your 

advisor with a course title is not enough to properly place the course. You will need to find the 

most recent course syllabus and print it out for your advisor. In many cases, you will need to 

contact the program or professor to find this information. Do not send a PDF document which 

contains the entire program’s course offerings. If the syllabus you are provided with does not 

contain information on how you will be evaluated, we will not be able to determine the 

academic rigor of the course. Since you will most likely take more than one course, you will 

want to obtain all necessary documentation prior to meeting your advisor. This can often be 

time consuming, so we recommend planning in advance. Once you provide the information to 

your advisor, he/ she will need time to review all syllabi before approving the courses.  

 

If your courses can be transferred, your advisor will fill out a form for you at some point prior 

to your studying abroad. We do not keep a copy of this form, so be sure to make several copies 

and safeguard it. You will be required to submit these forms to IEGI and/or your school’s 

advising office (depending on the program). We cannot fill out this form retroactively.  

 

28. Q: Can I change a course while abroad? 

 

A: Students may need to change a course for a number of reasons while abroad. If this is the 

case, you can email your advisor to let him/her know of the change. Be sure the new course 

you take is in line with our major or minor requirements. Given how quickly these changes 

happen, you will have to make the best decision you can with the information your program 

provides you. Once you return, be sure to meet with your advisor to fill out the corresponding 

paperwork so your course can count toward degree requirements. [continued on next page] 



 

Be sure to save all course-work from your study abroad programs, including essays and tests. 

In some instances, we may ask students to present their work to us to verify proper course 

equivalencies. If possible, ask your professors to return your graded materials to you.  

 

29. Q: Is it okay to switch into a lower-level language course after taking the program’s 

language proficiency exam? 

 

A: Several non-Binghamton programs will use a placement exam once you get to your site in 

order to place you within a language class. While this may be helpful, you must be sure to let 

your on-site program directors or professors know of what courses you need to take. If you 

have already taken all 200 level courses at Binghamton and your program abroad places you 

in an intermediate Spanish level abroad, you will not receive credit toward the major or minor.  

 

Even if your instructor tells you that his/her course is “easier” or “harder” than others, make 

sure you are placed in the right course, according to Binghamton’s standards. 

 

30. Q: When will the courses from my study abroad program show on my Degree Works? 

 

A: Keep in mind that after you take your courses, your professors must evaluate your work and 

provide a grade to the institution in question. That institution must then send your grades 

through a number of different channels until they reach the appropriate office at our University; 

this could take a few months at most. Be sure to be in touch with IEGI for procedures on how 

to transfer credit if studying through non-Binghamton programs. If studying through a 

Binghamton program, the transfer of credits will happen automatically, but can still take a 

couple of months. Unfortunately, the transfer of credits does not take place in our department 

so we are unable to provide updates on this matter. 

 

31. Q: Can a course listed as equivalent to a 200+ course count as Spanish 211 or 215? 

 

A: No. Courses given a 200 + designation are meant for students in need of a generic 200-level 

course. This does not happen often at Binghamton, and is often used for students who enroll 

from other universities. Students who need Spanish 211 and 215 are still expected to take both 

of these courses. For our summer program in Spain, be sure to consult the ‘Standard course 

equivalencies’ page, and the ‘Binghamton course number’ column in particular.    

 

http://binghamton-

oip.terradotta.com/_customtags/ct_FileRetrieve.cfm?File_ID=06047474724F707001000000

71711C04080C0014757800006E06040474777C73010200737070017375 

 

 

V. PLACEMENT  

 

32. Q: What Spanish course should I start off taking at Binghamton? 

 

A:  Things to consider prior to enrolling in a course are when you last took a course in the 

language and the level of said course(s). Be sure to visit  “Language Placement Guidelines” on 

the “Resources” page of our website: https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/resources/ to 

properly place yourself in a course. [continued on next page] 
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If you are unsure about which course to start off in, please meet with an advisor prior to 

enrollment. While we do not administer any sort of exam for general placement, we may be 

able to offer advice should you have any questions or want to discuss your level. 

 

33. Q: What Spanish class should I take if I grew up with Spanish spoken at home? 

 

A: This will depend. Have you ever taken Spanish at school? If you have never taken any 

Spanish classes before or only beginner courses, we recommend starting at Spanish 211, a 

course specifically designed for heritage students of the language. If you have taken years of 

Spanish you may want to start at Spanish 251. Please note: heritage/ native students of Spanish 

cannot take Spanish 250. Be sure to review our “Language Placement Guidelines” on the 

“Resources” page of our website: https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/resources/ 

 

34. Q: Does the CLEP exam I took count toward anything? 

 

A: Students who took the CLEP exam may receive between 6-9 credits for “level 1” 

(elementary, including 111 & 115) or “level 2” (intermediate, including 111,115 and 211). 

Only students who receive credit for level 2 (as indicated by your score) will receive credit for 

Spanish 211 (Intermediate Spanish 1) toward their major or minor. If your CLEP exam does 

not appear on your Degree Works, contact your Harpur (or other College) advisor. 

 

35. Q:  Do you offer a language proficiency exam? 

 

A: Once a semester we offer an exam only for students who did not study the given language 

in high school. These are placement exams only and do not count for credit. For more 

information, review the “Language proficiency exams” link on the “Resources” page of our 

website: https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/resources/ 

 

For further questions, you can contact Professor Lenkaitis at lenkaitis@binghamton.edu  

 

36. Q: Can someone in the department evaluate my Spanish? I need a form or 

recommendation filled out for a program/ scholarship/ job, etc. 

 

A: If at any point you believe you might need your Spanish evaluated, we recommend taking 

a Spanish class with a professor while at Binghamton. That way, your professor knows of your 

strengths in the language and is able to evaluate you accordingly. Otherwise, we do not offer 

any services to evaluate or write letters for students we have not had in our classes. For generic 

“proof” of proficiency, you may want to look into the CLEP exam or the Oral Proficiency 

Exam (OPI); the latter is offered by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign 

Languages (ACTFL). Please note, these exams are not administered by our University and 

charge for their services. They only provide scores and not detailed evaluations. 

 

https://www.binghamton.edu/romance/resources/

